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LESSON 1

“All words are pegs to hang ideas on.”
Henry Ward Beecher, Proverbs from Plymouth Pulpit

1. Abandon / a'baendan / desert; leave without planning to come back; quit
a. When Roy abandoned his family, the police went looking for him.
b. The soldier could not abandon his friends who were hurt in battle.
c. Because Rose was poor, she had to abandon her idea of going to
college.

Words to Learn
This Week

abandon
keen
jealous
tact

oath
vacant
hardship
gallant
data
unaccustomed
bachelor
qualify

2. Keen /ki:n/ sharp; eager; intense; sensitive
a. The butcher’s keen knife cut through the meat.
b. My dog has a keen sense of smell.
c. Bill's keen mind pleased all his teachers.

3. Jealous / 'dzelas / afraid that the one you love might prefer someone

else; wanting what someone else has

a. A detective was hired by the jealous widow to find the boyfriend who
had abandoned her.

b. Although my neighbor just bought a new car, | am not jealous of
him.

c. Being jealous, Mona would not let her boyfriend dance with any of
the cheerleaders.

4. Tact /tzekt/ ability to say the right thing
a. My aunt never hurts anyone’s feelings because she always uses

tact.
b. By the use of tact, Janet was able to calm her jealous husband.
c. Your friends will admire you if you use tact and thoughtfulness.

5. Oath /aub / a promise that something is true; a curse
a. The President will take the oath of office tomorrow.
b. In court, the witness took an oath that he would tell the whole truth.
c. When Terry discovered that he had been abandoned, he let out an
angry oath.

6. Vacant/ 'veikant / empty; not filled
a. Someone is planning to build a house on that vacant lot.
b. | put my coat on that vacant seat.
c. When the landlord broke in, he found that apartment vacant.

7. Hardship / 'ha:dfip / difficulty
a. The fighter had to face many hardships before he became
champion.
b. Abe Lincoln was able to overcome one hardship after another.
c. On account of hardship, Bert was let out of the army to take care of
his sick mother.

8. Gallant /'gaelent / brave; showing respect for women
a. The pilot swore a gallant oath to save his buddy.
b. Many gallant knights entered the contest to win the princess.
c. Ed is so gallant that he always gives up his subway seat to a
woman.

9. Data/'deite / facts; information
a. The data about the bank robbery were given to the F.B.I.
b. After studying the data, we were able to finish our report.
c. Unless you are given all the data, you cannot do the math problem.
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2 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

10. Unaccustomed / ana'kastoamd / not used to something
a. Coming from Alaska, Claude was unaccustomed to Florida’s heat.
b. The king was unaccustomed to having people disobey him.
c. Unaccustomed as he was to exercise, Vic quickly became tired.

11. Bachelor / 'baetfala(r) / a man who has not married

a. My brother took an oath to remain a bachelor.

b. In the movie, the married man was mistaken for a bachelor.
c. Before the wedding, all his bachelor friends had a party.

12. Qualify / 'kwolifar / become fit; show that you are able
a. |am trying to qualify for the job which is now vacant.
b. Since Pauline can't carry a tune, she is sure that she will never qualify for the Girls’ Chorus.
c. You have to be over 5'5" to qualify as a policeman in our town.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

My Brother, the Gentleman

The story of Sir Walter Raleigh who spread his
cloak on the ground to keep Queen Elizabeth from
the hardship of crossing a muddy puddle can
qualify that nobleman for an award as a man of
tact and good breeding. My brother Kenny, a
bachelor with a keen interest in history, was
impressed by that anecdote and thought he might
demonstrate his excellent upbringing in a parallel
situation. Accordingly he decided to abandon his
subway seat in favor of a woman standing nearby.

Although unaccustomed to such generous
treatment, the young woman was pleased to
accept Kenny’s kind offer. However, her jealous
boyfriend swore an oath under his breath because
he thought my brother was fliting with his
girlfriend. | don't have any data on the number of
young men who get into similar trouble as a result
of a gallant gesture, but it's probably one in a
thousand. Poor Kenny! He pointed to the now
vacant seat.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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3 LESSON 1

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

—_

As | looked at all the which the salesman showed me, | knew that | was getting more and
more mixed up.
| used when | told my fat uncle that his extra weight made him look better.
When the guard saw that the cot was , he realized that the prisoner had left the jail.
Although he took an on the Bible, Sal lied to the jury.
My aunt was so of our new couch that she bought one just like it.
| enjoyed reading the story of the man who put his cloak over a mud puddle so that the
queen would not dirty her feet.

7. The loss of Claudia’s eyesight was a which she learned to live with.

8. The driver was forced to his car when two of the tires became flat.

9. Betty could not for the Miss Teenage America Contest because she was twenty years old.
10. The blade was so that | cut myself in four places while shaving.
11. to being kept waiting, the angry woman marched out of the store.
12. Because he was a , the movie actor was invited to many parties.

ook wnN

Answer key, p. 172

From the list of 12 new words that follows, choose the one that corresponds to each definition
below.

abandon keen jealous tact

oath vacant hardship gallant

data unaccustomed bachelor qualify

a promise that something is true
sharp; eager; intense

to desert; to leave without planning to come back
something that is hard to bear

to become fit

wanting what someone else has
brave; showing respect for women
a man who has not married

facts; information

the ability to say the right thing

. empty; not filled

not used to something

N O RN =

—_— o
ISR

Answer key, p. 172

Spotlight on:

abandon -This is an interesting word with a French background; in that language it meant "to put under
another’s control" hence, "to give up" .In Lesson 19 you will find the new word ban, and may discover how
it is related to abandon. A good dictionary will also show you the connection with other words such as
bandit and contraband.
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LESSON 2

"Alice had not the slightest idea what Latitude was,
or Longitude either, but she thought they

were nice grand words to say."

-Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

1. Corpse / ko:ps / a dead body, usually of a person
a. When given all the data on the corpse, Columbo was able to solve
the murder.
b. The corpse was laid to rest in the vacant coffin.
c. An oath of revenge was sworn over the corpse by his relatives.

Words to Learn
This Week

corpse
conceal
dismal
frigid
inhabit
numb
peril
recline
shriek
sinister
tempt
wager

2. Conceal/ kan'si:l / hide
a. Tris could not conceal his love for Gloria.
b. Count Dracula concealed the corpse in his castle.
c. The money was so cleverly concealed that we were forced to
abandon our search for it.

3. Dismal/'dizmal / dark and depressing
a. When the weather is so dismal, | sometimes stay in bed all day.
b. | am unaccustomed to this dismal climate.
c. As the dismal reports of the election came in, the senator’s friends
tactfully made no mention of them.

4. Frigid/'fridzid / very cold
a. It was a great hardship for the men to live through the frigid winter at
Valley Forge.
b. The jealous bachelor was treated in a frigid manner by his girlfriend

c. Inside the butcher’s freezer the temperature was frigid.

5. Inhabit/ in'haebrt / live in
a. Eskimos inhabit the frigid part of Alaska.
b. Because Sidney qualified, he was allowed to inhabit the vacant
apartment.
c. Many crimes are committed each year against those who inhabit the
slum area of our city.

6. Numb / nam / without the power of feeling; deadened
a. My fingers quickly became numb in the frigid room.
b. A numb feeling came over Mr. Massey as he read the telegram.
c. When the nurse stuck a pin in my numb leg, | felt nothing.

7. Peril / 'peral / danger
a. The hunter was abandoned by the natives when he described the
peril which lay ahead of them.
b. There is great peril in trying to climb the mountain.
c. Our library is filled with stories of perilous adventures.

8. Recline / rr'klain / lie down; stretch out; lean back
a. Richard likes to recline in front of the television set.
b. After reclining on her right arm for an hour, Maxine found that it had
become numb.
c. My dog’s greatest pleasure is to recline by the warm fireplace.

9. Shriek/ fri:k / scream
a. The maid shrieked when she discovered the corpse.
b. With a loud shriek, Ronald fled from the room.
c. Facing the peril of the waterfall, the boatman let out a terrible shriek.
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5 LESSON 2

10. Sinister / 'sinista(r) / evil; wicked; dishonest; frightening
a. The sinister plot to cheat the widow was uncovered by the police.
b. When the bank guard spied the sinister-looking customer, he drew his gun.
c. |was frightened by the sinister shadow at the bottom of the stairs.

11. Tempt/tempt/ try to get someone to do something; test; invite
a. A banana split can tempt me to break my diet.
b. The sight of beautiful Louise tempted the bachelor to change his mind about marriage.

c. Your offer of a job tempts me greatly.

12. Wager / 'weidza(r) / bet
a. |lost a small wager on the Superbowl.

b. After winning the wager, Tex treated everyone to free drinks.
c. ltis legal to make a wager in the state of Nevada.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

Terror in the Cemetery

| like to bet on anything that is exciting, so when
my friends tried to tempt me with an offer, | took it.
The idea was for me to spend a frigid December
night in a cemetery, all alone, in order to win
twenty dollars. Little did | realize that they would
use dirty tricks to try to frighten me to abandon the
cemetery and, therefore, lose my wager.

My plan was to recline in front of a large
grave, covered by a warm blanket, with a flashlight
to help me cut through the dismal darkness. After

midnight, | heard a wild shriek. | thought | saw the
grave open and a corpse rise out of it! Although |
was somewhat numb with fear, | tried to keep my
senses. Using good judgment, | knew that no peril
could come to me from that sinister figure. When |
did not run in terror, my friends, who had decided
to conceal themselves behind the nearby
tombstones, came out and we all had a good
laugh. Those spirits that may inhabit a cemetery
must have had a good laugh, too

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. The chances of my winning the election were so

were counted.
| won the

With a
You cannot
It is said that many ghosts

CoNOR~WDN

that | decided to quit before the votes

that my bachelor friend would be married by June.
Kit Carson’s keen eyesight protected him from the
While escaping from the bank, the robbers forced the teller to
Since the shack was vacant, we did not expect to hear the terrible
smile, the gangster invited Martha into his Cadillac.

the truth when you are questioned by the keen lawyer.
the old Butler house.
In weather | always wear three or four sweaters.

in the forest.
on the floor of their car.
which came from it.

10. After standing guard duty for four hours, | became completely

11. As the closet was opened, the

fell out, frightening the janitor. .
12. With the promise of a rise in pay, my boss tried to

me to stay on in the job.

Answer key, p. 172
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Exercise
Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

—_
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N

Spotlight on

Sinister-In Latin this word means "on the left." According to ancient belief, that which appeared on the
left-hand side brought bad luck. Another explanation for connecting bad luck with the left side is that the
west (left) is toward the setting sun.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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The police found his corpse by the river.

He tried to conceal his heavy drinking from his family.
The news was as dismal as ever.

Eskimos are used to living in a frigid climate.

The island was inhabited only by birds.

His fingers were numb with cold.

These birds are able to survive the perils of the Arctic winter.

© N g ks Db

The tired old man reclined on the sofa.

9. When he saw the snakes, he shrieked in fright.
10. There was something cold and sinister about him.
11. Nothing would tempt me to live here.

12. They had wagered a lot of money that they would beat him.

axg

el i e ol Cx )b las ml (S G5k Gk Ko Byb I s o3l ol Y b o - sinister

F0S (oo (10 1y (w0 ol )0 oud (w9 (519 31 SeolaS” 39 g (3

Gt S5 2l esv cubw wg S8 Uge;l (sdaaxi slasiwl 9 (swgos VL WVlgw adS selils



S,iS> Vo3l (waazi Culw we « o S gl oy

LESSON 3

"Good words anoint a man, ill words kill a man."
John Florio, First Fruites

1. Typical / 'tipikl / usual; of a kind
a. The sinister character in the movie wore a typical costume, a dark
shirt, loud tie, and tight jacket.
b. The horse ran its typical race, a slow start and a slower finish, and
my uncle lost his wager.

Words to Learn

This Week

typical
minimum
scarce
annual
persuade
essential
blend
visible
expensive
talent
devise
wholesale

c. It was typical of the latecomer to conceal the real cause of his
lateness.

2. Minimum /'minimam / the least possible amount; the lowest amount
a. Studies show that adults need a minimum of six hours sleep.
b. The minimum charge for a telephone, even if no calls are made, is
about nine dollars a month.
c. Congress has set a minimum wage for all workers.

3. Scarce / skeas / hard to get; rare
a. Chairs which are older than one hundred years are scarce.
b. Because there is little moisture in the desert, trees are scarce.
c. How scarce are good cooks?

4. Annual / '&njual / once a year; something that appears yearly or lasts for
a year
a. The annual convention of musicians takes place in Hollywood.
b. The publishers of the encyclopedia put out a book each year called

an annual.
c. Plants that live only one year are called annuals.

5. Persuade / pa'sweid / win over to do or believe; make willing
a. Can you persuade him to give up his bachelor days and get
married?
b. No one could persuade the captain to leave the sinking ship.
c. Beth’s shriek persuaded Jesse that she was in real danger.

6. Essential / I'senfl / necessary; very important
a. The essential items in the cake are flour, sugar, and shortening.
b. Itis essential that we follow the road map.
c. Several layers of thin clothing are essential to keeping warm in frigid
climates.

7. Blend /blend / mix together thoroughly; a mixture
a. The colors of the rainbow blend into one another.
b. A careful blend of fine products will result in delicious food.
c. When Jose blends the potatoes together, they come out very
smooth.

8. Visible /'vizabl / able to be seen
a. The ship was barely visible through the dense fog.
b. Before the stars are visible, the sky has to become quite dark.
c. You need a powerful lens to make some germs visible.

9. Expensive / ik'spensiv / costly; high-priced
a. Because diamonds are scarce they are expensive.
b. Margarine is much less expensive than butter.
c. Shirley’s expensive dress created a great deal of excitement at the

party.
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8 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

10. Talent /'teelont / natural ability

a. Medori's talent was noted when she was in first grade.
b. Feeling that he had the essential talent, Carlos tried out for the school play.
c. Hard work can often make up for a lack of talent.

11. Devise / dr'vaiz / think out; plan; invent

a. The burglars devised a scheme for entering the bank at night.
b. 1 would like to devise a method for keeping my toes from becoming numb while | am ice skating.
c. If we could devise a plan for using the abandoned building, we could save thousands of dollars.

12. Wholesale / 'haulsell / in large quantity; less than retail in price
a. The wholesale price of milk is six cents a quart lower than retail.
b. Many people were angered by the wholesale slaughter of birds.
c. By buying my ties wholesale | save fifteen dollars a year.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

An Unusual Strike

The baseball strike of 1994-95, which kept the
public from seeing the annual World Series, was
not a typical labor dispute in which low-paid
workers try to persuade their employers to grant a
raise above their minimum wage. On the contrary,
players who earned millions of dollars yearly, who
were visible on TV commercials, drove expensive
autos, and dined with presidents, withheld their
essential skills until the executive, legislative, and
judicial branches of our government were forced to

devise solutions to the quarrel.

The team owners, a blend of lawyers,
manufacturers, corporate executives, etc., felt that
something had to be done about the huge salaries
that the players were demanding. Since the talent
beyond the major leagues was scarce, they had to
start spring training in 1995 with a wholesale
invitation to replacement players. The regular
athletes returned in late April but there was a
feeling that the strike could happen again.

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

The March of Dimes makes its
Oil paints
The

The producer always had her eye out for young
Your gifts do not tempt me and will not
In the cemetery the corpse was

Let’s
Everyone agrees that friendship is
10. Asharprise in

CoNOOR~WN =

appeal in the early spring.
easily to form thousands of different shades.
passing mark in most schools is 65%.

me to change my mind.
in the bright moonlight.

A day in Florida is full of sunshine and warm breezes.
a plan for doing away with homework.
for all of us.
prices is bound to affect the prices in our neighborhood stores.
11. The buffalo which once roamed the plains is quite
12. Government experts told us to buy chicken without realizing how

today.
it had become.

Answer key, p. 172

Exercise

Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

1.

2.
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1. He answered all the questions with a typical curtness.
2. Repairing your car will cost a minimum of $100.
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Spotlight on

Expensive-The definition given to you was "costly, high-priced." Other synonyms could have been
provided because English is quite rich in that area. Webster’'s Dictionary of Synonyms, for example,
contains ten entries that explain expensive or show us slight variations of the word: costly, dear, valuable,
precious, invaluable, priceless, exorbitant, excessive, immoderate. When would you use costly as a
synonym for expensive and when would you use excessive.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?

Gt S5 2l esv cubw wg S8 Uge;l (sdaaxi slasiwl 9 (swgos VL WVlgw adS selils



S,iS> Vo3l (waazi Culw we « o S gl oy

S35 Uillao olg 8+F  -A-

. Food and flour were scare in wartime.

. He pays an annual visit to his homeland.

. How can we persuade him into joining us?
. Is money essential to happiness?

. Oil does not blend with water.

0 N O O b~ W

. This star is not visible to the naked eye.
9. Houses are very expensive in this area.
10. Mozart possessed a remarkable talent for music.
11. We were shocked by the wholesale slaughter of innocent people.

12. A new scheme has been devised for redeveloping the city center.
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"Good words are worth much and cost little."
LESSON 4 George Herbert. Jacula Prudentum

1. Vapor /'veipa(r) / moisture in the air that can be seen; fog; mist
a. Scientists have devised methods for trapping vapor in bottles so
they can study its make-up.
b. He has gathered data on the amount of vapor rising from the
swamp.
c. A vapor trail is the visible stream of moisture left by the engines of a

Words to Learn jet flying at high altitudes.
This Week 2. Eliminate / 'liminert / get rid of; remove; omit
a. When the railroad tracks are raised, the danger of crossing will be
vapor eliminated.
eliminate b. When figuring the cost of a car, don't eliminate such extras as air
villain conditioning.
dense c. If we were to eliminate all reclining chairs, no one would fall asleep
. while watching television.
utilize
humid 3. Villain / 'vilon / a very wicked person
theory a. A typical moving picture villain gets killed at the end.
descend b. The villain concealed the corpse in the cellar.
. c. When the villain fell down the well, everyone lived happily ever after.
circulate
enormous 4. Dense /dens/ closely packed together; thick
predict a. The dense leaves on the trees let in a minimum of sunlight.
ish b. We couldn't row because of the dense weeds in the lake.
vanis c. His keen knife cut through the dense jungle.
5. Utilize / 'ju:talaiz / make use of
a. No one seems willing to utilize this vacant house.
b. The gardener was eager to utilize different flowers and blend them
in order to beautify the borders.
c. Does your mother utilize leftovers in her cooking?
6. Humid / 'hju:mid / moist; damp
a. It was so humid in our classroom that we wished the school would
buy an air conditioner.
b. New Yorkers usually complain in the summer of the humid air.
c. Most people believe that ocean air is quite humid.
7. Theory /'O1ari / explanation based on thought, observation, or
reasoning.
a. Einstein’s theory is really too difficult for the average person to
understand.
b. My uncle has a theory about the effect of weather on baseball
batters.
c. No one has advanced a theory explaining the beginnings of writing.
8. Descend / dr'send / go or come down from a higher place to a lower
level
a. If we let the air out of a balloon, it will have to descend.
b. The pilot, thinking his plane was in peril, descended quickly.
c. Knowing her beau was waiting at the bottom of the staircase,
Eleanor descended at once.
9. Circulate / 's3:kjulert / go around; go from place to place or person to
person.
a. A fan may circulate the air in summer, but it doesn't cool it.
b. My father circulated among the guests at the party and made them
feel comfortable.
c. Hot water circulates through the pipes in the building, keeping the
room warm.
10
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11 LESSON 4

10. Enormous / I'no:mas / extremely large; huge

a. The enormous crab moved across the ocean floor in search of food.
b. Public hangings once drew enormous crowds.
c. The gallant knight drew his sword and killed the enormous dragon.

11. Predict / prr'dikt / tell beforehand

a. Weathermen can predict the weather correctly most of the time.
b. Who can predict the winner of the Superbowl this year?
c. Laura thought she could predict what | would do, but she was wrong.

12. Vanish / 'veenif / disappear; disappear suddenly

a. Even in California the sun will sometimes vanish behind a cloud.
b. Not even a powerful witch can make a jealous lover vanish.
c. Give him a week without a job and all his money will vanish.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

A Fan in the Air

Fog, tiny droplets of water vapor, is the villain of
the airports. In an effort to eliminate dense fog
from airports, weathermen utilize giant fans, nylon
strings, and chemicals dropped from planes or
shot upwards from strange machines on the
ground. Nothing works as well, though, as a new
weapon in the fight against fog: the helicopter.
Researchers believe that if warm dry air above the
fog could somehow be driven down into the humid
blanket of fog, the droplets would evaporate, thus

clearing the air. In a recent experiment to test their
theory the researchers had a helicopter descend
into the fog above barely visible Smith Mountain
Airport near Roanoke, Virginia. The blades of the
helicopter caused the air to circulate downwards
and an enormous hole in the clouds opened
above the airport. Weathermen predict that with
larger, more expensive helicopters they will be able
to make the thickest fog vanish.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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12 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. If we have one more hot, day, you will be able to persuade me to move to Alaska.
2. In the show the magician waved his wand to make a lady .
3. The hair on his head was so , a special pair of scissors was used to thin it.
4. Since he has passed all his subjects, I'll that he will graduate.
5. The in the movie was played by an actor who was able to look mean.
6. rose out of the valve on top of the steam engine.
7. The basketball player was ; he could practically drop the ball through the hoop.
8. What can you suggest to explain the frequent changes in women’s clothing?
9. Why don't you all the space on that page?
10. Sooner or later the elevator will and we'll be able to go up.
11. | heard a doctor on a television show say that if we one slice of bread each day, we'll lose
weight.
12. Copies of some magazines are so scarce, the librarian won't allow them to
Answer key, p. 172
Synonyms

Circle the word that most nearly expresses the meaning of the word printed in heavy black type.

1. circulate the news

(a) report (b) spread (c) interpret (d) watch
2. eliminate a problem
(a) perceive (b) wipe out (c) aggravate (d) create
3. an enormous ocean liner
(a) incredible (b) extravagant (c) unforgettable (d) huge
4. dense fog
(a) misty (b) thick (c) invisible (d) dismal
5. descend the stairs
(a) slipon (b) fortify (c) come down (d) use
6. the suspected villain
(a) wicked person (b) schemer (c) gossip (d) dictator
7. humid climate
(a) frigid (b) moist (c) perilous (d) sunny
8. predict the future
(a) plan for (b) look forward to (c) foretell (d) accept
9. deadly vapors from the chemical explosion
(a) forces (b) explosives (c) gases (d) sleet
10. vanish into thin air
(a) change (b) crumble (c) disappear (d) vacate
11. science theory
(a) knowledge of facts (b) laboratory equipment
(c) explanation based on thought (d) experiment
12. utilize their services
(a) pay for (b) make use of (c) extend (d) regain

Answer key, p. 172

Spotlight on:

villain—We see from this how social attitudes can affect the meanings of words. In Latin a villa was small
farm and its buildings; a connection of such buildings became a village, and a person who lived on such a
farm was a villain. Some who lived in the cities looked down on the country folk, regarding them as stupid,
low-minded, and evil. In that way, country people earned a reputation (villains) they did not deserve.
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LESSON 5

"Better one living word than a hundred dead."
W.G. Benham, Quotations

1. Tradition / tra'difn / beliefs, opinions, and customs handed down from
one generation to another
a. The father tried to persuade his son that the tradition of marriage
was important.
b. All religions have different beliefs and traditions.

Words to Learn
This Week

tradition
rural
burden
campus
majority
assemble
explore
topic
debate
evade
probe
reform

c. As time goes on, we will eliminate traditions which are meaningless.

2. Rural/'rueral / in the country
a. Tomatoes are less expensive at the rural farm stand.
b. Rural areas are not densely populated.
c. The rural life is much more peaceful than the city one.

3. Burden/'b3:dn/ what is carried; a load
a. The burden of the country’s safety is in the hands of the President.
b. Irma found the enormous box too much of a burden.
c. Ricky carried the burden throughout his college career.

4. Campus / 'keempas / grounds of a college, university, or school
a. The campus was designed to utilize all of the college’s buildings.
b. Jeff moved off campus when he decided it was cheaper to live at
home.
c. |chose to go to Penn State because it has a beautiful campus.

13

5. Majority / ma'dzproti / the larger number; greater part; more than half
a. A majority of votes was needed for the bill to pass.
b. The majority of people prefer to pay wholesale prices for meat.
c. In some countries, the government does not speak for the majority
of the people.

6. Assemble / 'sembl / gather together; bring together
a. The rioters assembled outside the White House.
b. | am going to assemble a model of a spacecraft.
c. All the people who had assembled for the picnic vanished when the
rain began to fall.

7. Explore / ik'splo:(r) / go over carefully; look into closely; examine
a. Lawyer Spence explored the essential reasons for the crime.
b. The Weather Bureau explored the effects of the rainy weather.
c. Sara wanted to know if all of the methods for solving the problem
had been explored.

8. Topic / 'topik / subject that people think, write, or talk about
a. Predicting the weather is our favorite topic of conversation.
b. Valerie only discussed topics that she knew well.
c. The speaker’s main topic was how to eliminate hunger in this world.

9. Debate / dr'bert / a discussion in which reasons for and against
something are brought out
a. The debate between the two candidates was heated.
b. Debate in the U.S. Senate lasted for five days.
c. Instead of shrieking at each other, the students decided to have a
debate on the topic.
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14 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

10. Evade / 1'veid / get away from by trickery or cleverness
a. Juan tried to evade the topic by changing the subject.
b. In order to evade the police dragnet, Ernie grew a beard.
c. The prisoner of war evaded questioning by pretending to be sick.

11. Probe / proub / search into; examine thoroughly; investigate
a. The lawyer probed the man’s mind to see if he was innocent.
b. After probing the scientist’s theory, we proved it was correct.
c. King Henry’s actions were carefully probed by the noblemen.

12. Reform / ri'fo:m / make better; improve by removing faults
a. After the prison riot, the council decided to reform the correctional system.
b. Brad reformed when he saw that breaking the law was hurting people other than himself.
c. Only laws that force companies to reform will clear the dangerous vapors from our air.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

Shape Up at Shaker

Each summer at the Shaker Work Group, a special
school in rural Pittsfield, Massachusetts, where
teenagers learn by working, it has been a tradition
to have the teenagers take on the burden of
setting their own rules and living by them. Although
there are some adults on the campus, teenagers
are a majority.

One summer the group assembled to explore
the topic of lights-out time. There was little debate
until 10:30 P.M. was suggested. Why? Everyone at
the Shaker Work Group works a minimum of

several hours each morning on one project and
several hours each afternoon on another. Since
everyone has to get up early, no one wanted to
stay up later at night anyway.

Few teenagers at the Shaker Work Group try
to evade the rules. When one does, the entire
group meets to probe the reasons for the "villain’s"
actions. Their aim is to reform the rule breaker.
However, at Shaker Village, the theory is that
teenagers who are busy working will have no time
to break rules.

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

| left the city for a peaceful farm.
He tried to
The

The guests began to
Christmas trees are a popular

ONOOR DN~

| want to

If Gene doesn't
He had to do research on the
Historians will

—_— -
N> oo

Professor Dixon liked the atmosphere of the university

questions he didn't know how to answer.
of people wanted him to be president.
for Thanksgiving dinner.

for many people.

Making a living for his family was too much of a
all the cities | haven't visited.

, he will get into serious trouble.
of biology for a school report.
the causes of the war in Bosnia.
Whether or not eighteen-year-olds should be allowed to vote was in

for a long time.

Answer key, p. 172
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15 LESSON 5

Exercise
Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

—_

O O @ N o g &M DN

—_—

—_—
—_

-_—
N

Spotlight on

Majority-In the past, we heard politicians talk about the "silent majority," meaning the average Americans
who are decent persons, earn livings, follow the laws of the land, all in a quiet way. Those politicians
might have been surprised to learn that when the philosophers and writers of old used the term "silent
majority" they were referring to dead people.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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. It's a tradition to play practical jokes on April, 1.

. Life in rural areas is simpler and cheaper.

. His invalid father is a burden to him.

. The university campus is very large.

. The majority of people seem to prefer TV to radio.
. The whole school assembled at the main hall.

. After a long debate, the House of Commons approved the bill.

0 N OO O b~ W DN -

. We explored several solutions to the problem.

9. Is drug abuse a suitable topic for a school debate?
10. The policeman evaded all the difficult questions.
11. The journalist probed into several financial scandals.

12. He’s given up drink and is now a reformed character.
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"A word to the wise is sufficient."
Plautus, Persa

LESSON 6

Approach / a'prautf / come near or nearer to

a. The lawyers in the Simpson trial were often asked to approach the
bench.

b. Her beau kissed Sylvia when he approached her.

c. Ben approached the burden of getting a job with a new spirit.

Words to Learn Detect / di'tekt / find out; discover
This Week a. Sam Spade detected that the important papers had vanished.

Is Viee b. From her voice it was easy to detect that Ellen was frightened.
approach c. We detelzctecrj] from the messy room that a large group of people had
detect assembled there.
defect Defect / di'fekt / fault; that which is wrong
employee a. My Chevrolet was sent back to the factory because of a steering
neglect defect.
deceive b. His theory of the formation of our world was filled with defects.
undoubtedly c. The villain was caught because his plan had many defects.
:)hopularh Employee / emplor'i: / a person who works for pay

.oroug a. The employees went on strike for higher wages.
client b. My boss had to fire many employees when meat became scarce.
comprehensive c. Joey wanted to go into business for himself and stop being an
defraud employee.
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Neglect / ni'glekt / give too little care or attention to

a. The senator neglected to make his annual report to Congress.
b. Bob’s car got dirty when he neglected to keep it polished.

c. Itis essential that you do not neglect your homework.

Deceive / dr'si:v / make someone believe as true something that is false;

mislead

a. Atlas was deceived about the burden he had to carry.

b. Virginia cried when she learned that her best friend had deceived
her.

c. The villain deceived Chief White Cloud by pretending to be his
friend.

Undoubtedly / an'dauvtidli / certainly; beyond doubt

a. Ray’s team undoubtedly had the best debators in our county.

b. The pilgrims undoubtedly assembled to travel to Rome together.

c. If she didn't want to get into an argument, Valerie would have
followed the majority undoubtedly.

Popular / 'popjula(r) / liked by most people

a. The Beatles wrote many popular songs.

b. At one time mini-skirts were very popular.

c. Popular people often find it hard to evade their many friends.

Thorough / '6ara / being all that is needed; complete

a. The police made a thorough search of the house after the crime had
been reported.

b. My science teacher praised Sandy for doing a thorough job of
cleaning up the lab.

c. Mom decided to spend the day in giving the basement a thorough
cleaning.
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17 LESSON 6

10. Client / 'klarent / person for whom a lawyer acts; customer
a. The lawyer told her client that she could predict the outcome of his trial.
b. My uncle tried to get General Motors to be a client of his company.
c. If this restaurant doesn’t improve its service, all its clients will vanish.

11. Comprehensive / kpmprr'hensiv / including much; covering completely
a. After a comprehensive exam, my doctor said | was in good condition.
b. The engineer gave our house a thorough, comprehensive check-up before my father bought it.
c. Mrs. Silver wanted us to do a comprehensive study of Edgar Allan Poe.

12. Defraud / dr'fro:d / take money, rights, etc., away by cheating
a. My aunt saved thousands of dollars by defrauding the government.
b. If we could eliminate losses from people who defraud the government, tax rates could be

lowered.

c. By defrauding his friend, Dexter ruined a family tradition of honesty.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

The Health of Your Car

The newest approach to automobile repair is the
clinic, a place where car doctors go over an
automobile in an attempt to detect defects. Since
the clinic does no repairs, its employees do not
neglect the truth. So many automobile owners feel
that mechanics deceive them that the clinics, even
though they undoubtedly charge high fees, are
quite popular.

The experts do a thorough job for each client.

They explore every part of the engine, body, and
brakes; they do all kinds of tests with expensive
machines. Best of all, the comprehensive
examination takes only about half an hour. With
the clinic’s report in your hand ,no mechanic will be
able to defraud you by telling you that you need
major repairs when only a small repair is
necessary.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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18 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. Each of our workers is trained to give your car a examination. (Which two words might fit
this sentence?)
2. Tom Jones was the best singer in the choir when he was young.
3. He could the problem from all angles.
4. Mrs. Spector always wanted to be with her friends.
5. Why did you cleaning your room today?
6. The bought his boss a birthday present.
7. Rocco’s only was that he walked with a slight limp.
8. None of the other poker players suspected that their friend would them in order to win.
9. When Cynthia realized that nobody liked her, she knew she had been
10. | could from the tone of his voice that he was in a bad mood.
11. His was happy with the work Terence had been doing for him.
12. 1 do not want to do anything less than a job on my term paper. (Which two words might fit
this sentence?)

Answer key, p. 172

Choose the Correct Word Circle the word in parentheses that best fits the sense of the sentence.
1. Many of today’s (popular, comprehensive) songs will become tomorrow’s Golden Oldies.

2. My boss insists that all of the (employees, clients) punch a time clock each morning.

3. | (approached, detected) a hint of sarcasm in your seemingly innocent reply to the sales clerk who

apologized for the long lines.

4. As the car (approached, detected) the bridge, we could see the dense fog coming in off the water.
5. Our weekly vocabulary quizzes are (comprehensive, popular), including not only that week’s new

words , but words we learned in past weeks as well.
6. Even a small (client, defect) in an electric appliance can be the possible cause of a fire.
7. Ms. Rodriguez (undoubtedly, comprehensively) felt she had been unjustly accused of showing
favoritism but most of her students felt otherwise.
8. Her (thorough, popular) description of the missing bracelet helped police find it.
9. We've all learned that if you (defraud, neglect) your teeth, you will surely develop dental problems of
one kind or another.
10. It is probabily still true that the majority of Americans do not think our political leaders would knowingly
(defect, defraud) the government.
11. To (defraud, deceive) someone into thinking you are a friend when you are only along for the ride is
selfish and unfeeling.

12. Since your livelihood depends on pleasing them, (clients, employees), like customers, are always
right.

Answer key, p. 172

Spotlight on

defect—Some of the new words have more than one part of speech—for example, they have meanings
as verbs as well as nouns. Defect was defined for you as a noun: "fault; that which is wrong." It also
serves as a verb, meaning "to quit a country, a political party, or a cause." One is said "to defect from one
country to another or "to defect from the Democratic Party." Which of the other words in Lesson 6 have
more than one part of speech?
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19 Word Review

Word Review #1
In the first six lessons you were taught 72 important words. The following exercises will test how well you
learned some of those words.

A. In each of the parentheses below you will find two of the new vocabulary words. Pick the one that fits
better. Remember, the sentence should make good sense.

. It was a (dense, typical) day in July, hot and sticky.

. I could tell that Matt was coming because | knew his (blend, vapor) of tobacco.

. Please realize that if you try to climb the icy mountain (peril, tradition) awaits you.

. The mechanic (defected, detected) an oil leak in the engine.

. How could you (recline, neglect) paying the rent?

. Felix made a (sinister, frigid) remark which sent chills up and down my spine.

. Many questions had to be answered before Mrs. Soto could (qualify, evade) for the job.
. I am (unaccustomed, dismal) to receiving gifts from people | don't know very well.

. Factory-made goods are plentiful, but farm products are (rural, scarce).

. When he got to the jail, the people in charge tried to (reform, abandon) him.

QOWONOOOPRWN -

-_—

Answer key, p. 172

B. Opposites. In Column | are ten words which were taught in Lessons 1-6. Match them correctly
with their opposite meanings, which you will find in Column Il.

Column| Column i
1.approach a. unseen
2. expensive b. filled
3. visible c. hated
4. popular d. dull
5. vacant e. dry
6. keen f. be seen
7. descend g. leave
8. humid h. not needed
9. vanish i. climb

10. essential j- cheap

Answer key, p. 172

C. Which of the vocabulary choices in parentheses fits best in these newspaper headlines?

. Sailors Sinking Ship (Defraud, Circulate, Abandon, Devise)

. Congress Votes To Raise Wage (Hardship, Minimum, Typical, Rural)

Fog Covers Bay Area (Dense, Thorough, Scarce, Keen)

. Unfit Parents Arrested For Child (Defect, Tradition, Neglect. Theory)

. Escaped Convict Continues To Police (Abandon, Evade, Inhabit, Conceal)

. College Quiet After Demonstration (Client, Campus, Debate, Probe)

. Mayor Takes Of Office On Steps Of City Hall (Oath, Data, Majority, Reform)

. Rescuers Into Mine To Find Lost Workers (Descend, Assemble, Circulate, Recline)
. New Apartment House To Rise On Land (Frigid, Comprehensive, Dense, Vacant)
. Poll To Outcome Of Election (Qualify, Predict, Tempt, Eliminate)

-_—

Answer key, p. 172

D. From the list of words below choose the word that means:

deceive tradition abandon persuade inhabit gallant
thorough evade descend comprehensive  eliminate hardship
tempt assemble circulate beau majority wholesale
client dense predict devise defraud recline
probe theory tact conceal data villain
1. in large amounts as well as less costly
2. an evil doer but originally meant someone who lived on a farm
3. more than half as well as the legal age at which persons can manage their affairs
4. search or investigate either by means of an instrument or simply by questioning
5. cheat and also deprive someone of rights or property
6. give up on a plan as well as neglect one’s post
7. gather (data) or just get together
8. reject and also expel
9. leaving out little or nothing and is related to the word for "understanding"
10. skill in dealing with people as well as a fine touch or cleverness

Answer key, p. 172
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. It was a (dense, typical) day in July, hot and sticky.

. | could tell that Matt was coming because | knew his (blend, vapory of tobacco.

. Please realize that if you try to climb the icy mountain (peril, tradition) awaits you.

. The mechanic (defected, detected) an oil leak in the engine.

. How could you (recline, neglect) paying the rent?

. Felix made a (sinister, frigid) remark which sent chills up and down my spine.

. Many questions had to be answered before Mrs. Soto could (qualify, evade) for the job.
. I am (unaccustomed, dismal) to receiving gifts from people | don't know very well.

. Factory-made goods are plentiful, but farm products are (rural, scarce).

. When he got to the jail, the people in charge tried to (reform, abandon) him.

QOWONOOOTAWN=-
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Column | Column i
1.approach a. unseen
2. expensive b. filled
3. visible c. hated
4. popular d. dull
5. vacant e.dry
6. keen f. be seen
7. descend g. leave
8. humid h. not needed
9. vanish i. climb
10. essential j- cheap
21 il 5 (slaslize, rsbie b il Jls (S5l 5l Salas -
1. Sailors Sinking Ship (Defraud, Circulate, Abandon, Devise)
2. Congress Votes To Raise Wage (Hardship, Minimum, Typical, Rural)
3. Fog Covers Bay Area (Dense, Thorough, Scarce, Keen)
4. Unfit Parents Arrested For Child (Defect, Tradition, Neglect. Theory)
5. Escaped Convict Continues To Police (Abandon, Evade, Inhabit, Conceal)
6. College Quiet After Demonstration (Client, Campus, Debate, Probe)
7. Mayor Takes Of Office On Steps Of City Hall (Oath, Data, Majority, Reform)
8. Rescuers Into Mine To Find Lost Workers (Descend, Assemble, Circulate, Recline)
9. New Apartment House To Rise On Land (Frigid, Comprehensive, Dense, Vacant)
10. Poll To Outcome Of Election (Qualify, Predict, Tempt, Eliminate)

Syl Gillas 5 Mo Gl b aS asS Ol |y losly g o 8T5lg w9 51 -0

deceive tradition abandon persuade inhabit gallant
thorough evade descend comprehensive eliminate hardship
tempt assemble circulate beau majority wholesale
client dense predict devise defraud recline
probe theory tact conceal data villain

1. in large amounts as well as less costly

2. an evil doer but originally meant someone who lived on a farm

3. more than half as well as the legal age at which persons can manage their affairs

4. search or investigate either by means of an instrument or simply by questioning

5. cheat and also deprive someone of rights or property

6. give up on a plan as well as neglect one’s post

7. gather (data) or just get together

8. reject and also expel

9. leaving out little or nothing and is related to the word for "understanding”

10. skill in dealing with people as well as a fine touch or cleverness
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20 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

E. Letter of Complaint. The following business letter uses 10 words that appeared in Lessons 1—6. Fill
in the blanks with those words, selected from the group below:

abandon conceal employee expensive neglect
annual defect enormous gallant recline
circulate defraud essential hardship tempt
comprehensive detect evade majority wholesale

13 Oak Street
Menick, NY 11566
April 2, 1996

Speedy Catalog Service
200 Beverly Road
Champaign, IL 61821

Dear Sirs:

Three weeks ago, | bought a 13 Royal TV set (Item #996R) from your catalog, which had featured an

1 _clearance sale at_ 2 savings. | am enclosing a copy of the $115 money order that | sent to you.
When my father and | unpacked the set, we__3 (ed) several__4 (s), including a scratched screen and
a boken volume dial. Since that was not my fault, | believe that | am entitled to receive a new set.

ltwas a__5 for me to save part of my weekly allowance for six months in order to pay for the TV, and |
would appreciate your help in this matter. Even though it is not an__6 set, and | was getting it at a
7 price, | still feel that the merchandise should be perfect.

Obviously, one of your__8 (s)had__9 (d)todoa__ 10 inspection before the TV was shipped to
my home.
Sincerely,
Arthur Kames
Answer key, p. 148

F. Words That Do Double Duty. Some of the words in this book can be used as different parts of
speech. The sample sentences for the word gallant show it to be an adjective, a word that describes a
noun or pronoun:

gallant oath
gallant knight
Ed is so gallant.

However, gallant can be used as a noun when we say: “The gallant, dressed in his finery, approached the
queen.”

The following words from Lessons 1—®6 are capable of serving as more than one part of speech:

abandon (v., n.) burden (n., v.)
hardship (n., adj.) debate (n., v.)
wager (n., v.) probe (n., v.)
annual (n., adj.) reform (v., adj.)
blend (n., v.) neglect (n., v.)

Make up two sentences for each of the above words, showing how it could be used as two different parts
of speech.

Examples: After | wasted two months, | had to abandon (v.) the project.
At the party, Edith danced with reckless abandon (n.).
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abandon conceal employee expensive neglect
annual defect enormous gallant recline
circulate defraud essential hardship tempt
comprehensive detect evade majority wholesale

13 Oak Street
Menick, NY 11566
April 2, 1996

Speedy Catalog Service
200 Beverly Road
Champaign, IL 61821

Dear Sirs:

Three weeks ago, | bought a 13 Royal TV set (Item #996R) from your catalog, which had featured an
1 clearance sale at__2 savings. | am enclosing a copy of the $115 money order that | sent to you.

When my father and | unpacked the set, we__3 (ed) several__4 (s), including a scratched screen
and a boken volume dial. Since that was not my fault, | believe that | am entitled to receive a new set.

ltwasa__ 5 for me to save part of my weekly allowance for six months in order to pay for the TV,
and | would appreciate your help in this matter. Even though it is not an__6 set, and | was getting it at a
7 price, | still feel that the merchandise should be perfect.

Obviously, one ofyour__8 (s)had__ 9 (d)todoa__10 inspection before the TV was shipped to

my home.
Sincerely,
Arthur Kames
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gallant oath
gallant knight
Ed is so gallant.

However, gallant can be used as a noun when we say: “The gallant, dressed in his finery, approached the
queen.”

The following words from Lessons 1—6 are capable of serving as more than one part of speech:

abandon (v., n.) burden (n., v.)
hardship (n., adj.) debate (n., v.)
wager (n., v.) probe (n., v.)
annual (n., adj.) reform (v., adj.)
blend (n., v.) neglect (n., v.)

e 0,8 ooliiul calises (lpss ;o Lol 5l g5 o a3s8 a5 aums lid g 0 jlas alex ¥ YL 555 51 S5 ,0 (6l

After | wasted two months, | had to abandon (v.) the project.
At the party, Edith danced with reckless abandon (n.).
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G. Analogies. These comparisons are part of many vocabulary tests, including the SAT. You are given
one set of comparisons, such as tall:short (opposites) and asked to find a corresponding word from
among the four choices to go with wise. Is it smart, foolish, sad, dreamy? Since the opposite of wise is
foolish, that is the one you would select. If the first comparisons were rich:successful (synonyms), then
you would pick wise:smart . When reading the questions, keep in mind that the colon replaces the words

“is to.” For example, “commence is to start as misfortune is to ? .
1. commence:start  as misfortune:
a. windfall b. bad luck c. beginning d. crisis

2. expensive:cheap as villain:

a. robber b. lawyer c. hero d. architect

3. deceive:mislead  as thorough:

a. complete b. traditional c. varied d. frigid
4. data:computer as corpse:
a. dead body  b. coffin c. shrubbery d. burden

5. debate:argument  as client:

a. customer b. employee c. beau d. bachelor

6. oath:courtroom as debate:

a. tradition b. auditorium c. laboratory d. rejection

7. investigation:probe  as burden:

a. relief b. box c. load d. theory
8. dismal:sunny as keen:
a. razor-sharp b. sensitive c. dense d. dull

9. peril:mountain climbing  as tradition:

a. mind reading b. exploration c. culture d. creation

10. neglect:ignore as descend:

a. go down b. go up c. inherit d. give away

Answer key, p. 172
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LESSON 7

"A fool and his words are soon parted."
William Shenstone, On Reserve

1. Postpone / pa'spaun / put off to a later time; delay
a. The young couple wanted to postpone their wedding until they were
sure they could handle the burdens of marriage.
b. 1 neglected to postpone the party because | thought everyone would
be able to come.

Words to Learn

c. The supermarket’s owner planned to postpone the grand opening
until Saturday.

This Week . o
2. Consent/kan'sent/ agree; give permission or approval
postpone a. My teacher consented to let our class leave early.
consent b. David would not consent to our plan.
massive c. The majority of our club members consented to raise the dues.
capsule 3. Massive / 'maesiv / big and heavy; large and solid; bulky
preserve a. The boss asked some employees to lift the massive box.
denounce b. From lifting weights, Willie had developed massive arm muscles.
unique c. The main building on the campus was so massive that the new
torrent students had trouble finding their way around at first.
resent 4. Capsule / 'keepsju:l / a small case or covering
molest a. The small capsule contained notes the spy had written after the
gloomy meeting.
unforeseen b. A new, untested medicine was detected in the capsule by the police
scientists.
c. He explored the space capsule for special equipment.
5. Preserve / pri'za:v / keep from harm or change; keep safe; protect
a. The lawyers wanted to preserve the newest reforms in the law.
b. Farmers feel that their rural homes should be preserved.
c. Records of Hank Aaron’s home runs will undoubtedly be preserved
in the Baseball Hall of Fame.
6. Denounce / dr'nauns / condemn in public; express strong disapproval of
a. The father denounced his son for lying to the district attorney.
b. Some people denounce the government for probing into their private
lives.
c. Ralph Nader, the consumer advocate, denounced the defective
products being sold.
7. Unique /ju:'ni:k / having no like or equal; being the only one of its kind
a. Going to Africa was a unique experience for us.
b. The inventor developed a unique method of making ice cream.
c. Albie has a unique collection of Israeli stamps.
8. Torrent /'torant / any violent, rushing stream; flood
a. A massive rain was coming down in torrents.
b. Inthe debate, a torrent of questions was asked.
c. After trying to defraud the public, Lefty was faced with a torrent of
charges.
9. Resent/ ri'zent/ feel injured and angered at (something)
a. Bertha resented the way her boyfriend treated her.
b. The earthquake victim resented the poor emergency care.
c. Columbus resented the fact that his crew wanted to turn back.
22
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23 LESSON 7

10. Molest / ma'lest / interfere with and trouble; disturb
a. My neighbor was molested when walking home from the subway.
b. The gang did a thorough job of molesting the people in the park.
c. Lifeguards warned the man not to molest any of the swimmers.

11. Gloomy / 'glu:mi / dark; dim; in low spirits

a. My cousin was gloomy because his best friend had moved away.
b. The reason Doris wasn't popular was that she always had a gloomy appearance.
c. Jones Beach is not so beautiful on a gloomy day.

12. Unforeseen / anfo:'si:n / not known beforehand; unexpected
a. We had some unforeseen problems with the new engine.
b. The probe into the Congressman'’s finances turned up some unforeseen difficulties.
c. The divers faced unforeseen trouble in their search for the wreck.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

The Frozen Future

Doctors are always devising new cures for
diseases that kill people. But suppose you are
dying from an incurable illness now. If only you
could postpone death until a cure was found! Now
some people are trying to do just that. One young
man consented to having his body frozen and
placed in a massive capsule in order to preserve
it until doctors find a cure for his disease. Some

people have denounced this unique experiment
with a torrent of angry words. They resent human
attempts to molest the natural order of life and
death. There is also a gloomy fear that the world
is already overcrowded and that people have to die
to make room for those who are about to be born.
If the experiment works, unforeseen problems
undoubtedly will arise.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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24 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

We have tried for over 200 years to the United States Constitution.
The weather predictions upset him.

Will Karen to having her baby picture published in the school newspaper?
| found a collection of old books in the attic.

Dave knew that if he mistreated her, she would it.

The President the criminal activities that were going on.

Lori feared that if she walked the streets, she would be

Owning a house created difficulties.

The new movie invited a of disapproval.

10. A telephone call told us that the employees' picnic was until next week.
11. The was filled with records of the past.

12. ltwasa job for just one person to unload the big truck.

CoNO>O WD =

Answer key, p. 172

Exercise
Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

—_

O © ® N o g B WD

-_—

—_—
—_

-_—
N

Spotlight on

Preserve—Would you expect any connection between this word and family? Well, there is. In ancient
times man was master of his household (familia) and the person who served him was the woman who
had been captured and preserved from slaughter in order to work for the conqueror. In the 1500s a
servant was called a familiar.
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. The teacher postponed the mid-term exam.

. My father consented to my marriage.

. The earth is a massive planet.

. The patient felt much better after taking the capsule.
. The UN denounced terrorists' attacks.

. Wax polish preserves wood and leather.

. Gaining a scholarship is a unique opportunity.

0 N OO O B~ W N =

. The rain was falling in torrents.

©

. They resent my being here.

-
(]

. The young lady was molested by two adolescents.

-_—
—_

. They live in an old, gloomy house.

N
N

. Unforeseen difficulties hindered our progress.
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LESSON 8

“By words the mind is excited and the spirit elated.”
Aristophanes, The Birds

1. Exaggerate / 1g'zeedzareit / make something greater than it is; overstate
a. He wasn't trying to deceive you when he said that his was the best
car in the world; he was just exaggerating.
b. The bookkeeper exaggerated her importance to the company.
c. When he said that Shaquille O'Neal was eight feet tall, he was
undoubtedly exaggerating.

Words to Learn
This Week

exaggerate
amateur
mediocre
variety
valid
survive
weird
prominent
security
bulky
reluctant
obvious

2. Amateur / 'semato(r) / person who does something for pleasure, not for
money or as a profession
a. The amateur cross-country runner wanted to be in the Olympics.
b. After his song, Don was told that he wasn't good enough to be
anything but an amateur.
c. Professional golfers resent amateurs who think they are as good as
the people who play for money.

3. Mediocre / mi:dr'auka(r) / neither good nor bad; average; ordinary
a. After reading my composition, Mrs. Evans remarked that it was
mediocre and that | could do better.
b. Howard was a mediocre scientist who never made any unique
discoveries.
c. The movie wasn't a great one; it was only mediocre.

4. Variety / va'raiati / lack of sameness; a number of different things
a. Eldorado Restaurant serves a wide variety of foods.

25

b. The show featured a variety of entertainment.
c. He faced unforeseen problems for a variety of reasons.

5. Valid /'veelid / supported by facts or authority; sound; true
a. The witness neglected to give valid answers to the judge’s
questions.
b. Rita had valid reasons for denouncing her father’s way of life.
c. When Dave presented valid working papers, the foreman consented
to hiring him immediately.

6. Survive / sa'vaiv / live longer than; remain alive after
a. It was uncertain whether we would survive the torrent of rain.
b. Some people believe that only the strongest should survive.
c. The space capsule was built to survive a long journey in space.

7. Weird / 'wiad / mysterious; unearthly
a. She looked weird with that horrible make-up on her face.
b. Alien felt that weird things were starting to happen when he entered
the haunted house.
c. Becky had a weird feeling after swallowing the pills.

8. Prominent / 'promimnant / well-known; important
a. My client is a prominent businessperson.
b. Napoleon is a prominent figure in the history of France.
c. Her violet eyes were the prominent feature of the model’s face.

9. Security / sr'kjuerati / freedom from danger, care, or fear; feeling or
condition of being safe
a. Our janitor likes the security of having all doors locked at night.
b. When the President travels, strict security measures are taken.
c. Pablo wanted to preserve the security of his life style.
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10. Bulky / 'balki / taking up much space; large

a. Charley and Morty removed the bulky package from the car.
b. The massive desk was quite bulky and impossible to carry.
c. His client wanted an item that wasn't so bulky, Olsen told us.

11. Reluctant / ri'laktant / unwilling

a. It was easy to see that Herman was reluctant to go out and find a job.
b. The patient was reluctant to tell the nurse the whole gloomy truth.
c. | was reluctant to give up the security of family life.

12. Obvious / 'vbvias / easily seen or understood; clear to the eye or mind; not to be doubted; plain
a. It was obvious that the lumberjack was tired after his day’s work.
b. The fact that Darcy was a popular boy was obvious to all.
c. The detective missed the clue because it was too obvious.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

The Guitar

It is impossible to exaggerate the popularity of the
guitar. One out of every four amateur musicians in
the United States plays the guitar. Even a
mediocre player can produce a variety of music
with this unique instrument. Trying to find valid
reasons for the guitar’s ability to survive through
the years isn't hard. One weird theory by a

prominent musician states that guitarists find
security hiding behind the bulky instrument. But
most people are reluctant to accept this idea
because there are more obvious reasons for
playing a guitar. It can be carried anywhere, it is
inexpensive to buy, a only a few lessons are
required to learn to play it well.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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27 LESSON 8

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. Most people agreed that he was a looking man because of the long red beard.

2. Chuck’s reason for quitting his job was ; he was not being paid.

3. The answer to the question was so that everyone knew it.

4. The tennis player would never make the Olympic squad.

5. She was to take on any more responsibilities at work.

6. People often tend to stories they hear.

7. The bank is kept under very tight

8. Because the box was so , it took two men to lift it.

9. Even though he was not a professional, the photographer entered the contest.
10. A wide of shows is playing at the concert hall.
11. Mrs. Meyers is a member of the staff.
12. We all hoped that the small boat would the storm.

Answer key, p. 172

Matching

Match the 12 new words in Column | with the definitions in Column II.

Column | Column i
1. reluctant a. large; taking up much space
2. mediocre b. true; supported by facts
3. prominent c. person who does something for pleasure, not as a profession
4. obvious d. average; ordinary
5. exaggerate e. mysterious; unearthly
6. bulky f. unwilling
7. variety g. easily seen or understood
8. valid h. well-known; important
9. security i. remain alive; live on
10. survive j. overstate; make something greater than it is
11. weird k. feeling or condition of being safe
12. amateur I. a number of different things

Answer key, p. 172

Spotlight on:

Obvious—Like so many of our words, this one comes from Latin roots—ob meaning "against" and via
meaning "way." Something that met you on the way, therefore, was obvious. Look up the meanings of the
Latin roots of some of the other words in Lesson 8 such as exaggerate, survive, and prominent.
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“With words we govern men.”
LESSON 9 Benjamin Disraeli, Contarini Fleming

1. Vicinity / va'sinati / region near a place; neighborhood
a. Living in the vicinity of New York, Jeremy was near many museums.
b. The torrent of rain fell only in our vicinity.
c. We approached the Baltimore vicinity by car.

Words to Learn 2. Century/'sentfori/ 100 years
This Week a. George Washington lived in the eighteenth century.
R b. The United States is more than two centuries old.
vicinity . . .
c. Many prominent men have been born in this century.
century
rage 3. Rage / reid3 / violent anger; something that arouses intense but brief
document enthusiasm
conclude a. Joan's bad manners sent her mother into a rage.
undeniable b. In afit of rage, Francine broke the valuable glass.
resist c. The mayor felt a sense of rage about the exaggerations in the press.
!ack 4. Document /'dokjumant / something handwritten or printed that gives
Ignore information or proof of some fact
challenge a. Newly discovered documents showed that the prisoner was
miniature obviously innocent.
source b. The documents of ancient Rome have survived many centuries.
c. We were reluctant to destroy important documents.
5. Conclude / kan'klu:d / end; finish; decide
a. Most people are happy when they conclude their work for the day.
b. The gloomy day concluded with a thunderstorm.
c. Work on the building could not be concluded until the contract was
signed
6. Undeniable / andr'narebl / not to be denied; cannot be questioned
a. The jury concluded that the teenagers were undeniably guilty.
b. Itis undeniable that most professionals can beat any amateur.
c. That Leon resented Rita’s good marks in school was undeniable.
7. Resist/ r'zist / act against; strive against; oppose
a. Totie could not resist eating the chocolate sundae.
b. Tight security measures resisted Jimmy’s entrance into the bank.
c. Harold resisted the opportunity to poke fun at the weird man.
8. Lack/lak / be entirely without something; have not enough
a. Your daily diet should not lack fruits and vegetables.
b. His problem was that he lacked a variety of talents.
c. As an amateur dancer, Vincent knew that he lacked the professional
touch.
9. Ignore /1g'no:(r) / pay no attention to; disregard
a. Little Alice realized that if she didn't behave, her parents would
ignore her.
b. The student could not answer the question because he ignored the
obvious facts.
c. Older brothers and sisters often feel ignored when their parents only
spend time with a new baby.
28
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29 LESSON 9

10. Challenge / 'tfeelindz / call to a fight
a. Aaron Burr challenged Alexander Hamilton to a duel.
b. No one bothered to challenge the prominent lawyer.
c. Trying to become a doctor was quite a challenge, Dick discovered.

11. Miniature / 'minatfa(r) / represented on a small scale
a. The young boy wanted a miniature sports car for his birthday.
b. Instead of buying a massive dog, Teddy got a miniature poodle.
c. We were seeking a miniature model of the bulky chess set.

12. Source / so:s / place from which something comes or is obtained
a. The college student knew that he needed more than a basic textbook as a source for his report.
b. The source of Buddy’s trouble was boredom.
c. Professor Smith’s speech was a valid source of information on chemistry

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

More about the Guitar

The guitar is one of the oldest instruments known
to man. It probably originated in the vicinity of
China. There were guitars in ancient Egypt and
Greece as well, but the written history of the guitar
starts in Spain in the 13th century. By 1500 the
guitar was popular in ltaly, France, and Spain. A
French document of that time concludes that
many people were playing the guitar. Stradivarius,
the undeniable king of violin makers, could not
resist creating a variety of guitars. Also, there was

no lack of music written for the instrument. Haydn,
Schubert, and others wrote guitar music. When the
great Beethoven was asked to compose music for
the guitar, he went into a rage and refused, but
eventually even Beethoven could not ignore the
challenge; legend tells us he finally called the
guitar a miniature orchestra. Indeed the guitar
does sound like a little orchestra! Perhaps that is
why in rural areas around the world the guitar has
been a source of music for millions to enjoy.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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30 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS
Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

Ernesto would constantly his father’s questions.
Historical are kept in a special section of the library.
Great scientific progress has been made in this .

The massive wrestler accepted the of the newcomer.
Not wearing warm clothing was the of his illness.
"When do you expect to your investigation of the case?"
Itis that this restaurant’s food is delicious.

Lena showed a of good judgment.

10. Everyone who lived in the of the bomb test was in peril.
11. Anita’s habit of interrupting him sent her husband into a .
12. My nephew was given a set of soldiers for Christmas.
13. When you are tired it is hard to staying in bed all day.

©CENOOA~WN

Answer key, p. 172

Synonyms
Circle the word that most nearly expresses the meaning of the word printed in heavy black type.

1. century
a. countless years b. three score years c. one hundred years d. generation
2. document
a. official paper b. critical review c. decree d. composition
3. undeniable
a. essential b. unforeseen c. comprehensive d. unquestionable
4. vicinity
a. region near a place b. division of a city or town c. residential district d. metropolitan area
5. challenge
a. banish permanently b. verify easily c. call to a fight d. join together
6. lack
a. take responsibility b. correct c. be without d. give freely
7. miniature
a. balanced b. tiny c. eager d. forbidden
8. rage
a. extreme anger b. foolish explanation c. rapid movement d. bad habit
9. conclude
a. show b. reorganize C. examine d. decide
10. source
a. origin b. task c. onlooker d. chart
11. resist
a. discuss honestly b. change completely c. strive against d. pay attention
12. ignore
a. disregard b. complete C. exaggerate d. offer
Answer key, p. 172
Spotlight on:

century- In our slang, a C-note stands for $100. Other slang references to money are fin ($5), sawbuck
($10), and grand ($1000). Look up the origins of these colorful terms for our dollars.
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LESSON 10

"Clearness is the most important matter in the use of words."
Quintillian, De institutione Oratoria

1. Excel / ik'sel / be better than; do better than
a. Because he was so small, Larry could not excel in sports.
b. At least Hannah had the security of knowing that she excelled in
swimming.
c. Clarence Darrow wanted to become a prominent lawyer, but he felt

that he must first excel in history.
Words to Learn
This Week 2. Feminine / 'feminin / of women or girls
excel a. When my sister wants to look feminine, she changes from
.. dungarees into a dress.
feminine b. Some men cannot resist staring when they see a woman who is
mount especially feminine.
compete c. My brother is ashamed to cry at a sad movie because people might
dread think he is behaving in a feminine manner.
masculine 3. Mount/ maunt/ get up on
menace a. Congressman Gingrich mounted the platform to make his speech.
tendency b. The watchman mounted the tower to see if there were any people in
underestimate the vicinity.
victorious c. My sister couldn't mount the horse so they gave her a pony instead.
nurr.nerous 4. Compete / kem'pi:t / try hard to get something wanted by others; be a
flexible rival
a. Steffi Graf was challenged to compete for the tennis title.
b. The runner was reluctant to compete in front of his parents for the
first time.
c. When the amateur became a pro, he had to compete against better
men.
5. Dread /dred /look forward to with fear; fear greatly; causing great fear
a. The poor student dreaded going to school each morning.
b. He had a dread feeling about the challenge he was about to face.
c. |dread going into that deserted house.
6. Masculine / 'maeskjulin / of man; male
a. The boy became more masculine as he got older.
b. Itis undeniable that his beard makes him look masculine.
c. The girls liked Jerry because of his masculine ways.
7. Menace / 'menas / threat
a. Irv’s lack of respect made him a menace to his parents.
b. The torrents of rain were a menace to the farmer’s crops.
c. Sergeant Foy’s raw language was an obvious menace to the
reputation of the entire police department.
8. Tendency / 'tendansi/ leaning; movement in a certain direction
a. My algebra teacher has a tendency to forget the students' names.
b. His tendency was to work hard in the morning and then to take it
easy in the afternoon.
c. The tendency in all human beings is to try to survive.
9. Underestimate / andar'estimert / set too low a value, amount, or rate
a. | admit that | underestimated the power in the bulky fighter’s frame.
b. Undoubtedly the boss underestimated his employee’s ability to
work hard.
c. The value of our house was underestimated by at least two
thousand dollars.
31
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32 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

10. Victorious / vik'to:rias / having won a victory; conquering
a. Playing in New Jersey, the Giants were victorious two years in a row.
b. Terry faced the challenge with the bad attitude that he could not be victorious.
c. Our girls' volleyball squad was victorious over a taller team.

11. Numerous / 'nju:maras / very many; several

a. Critics review numerous movies every week.

b. Dr. Fischer had resisted accepting money from the poor woman on numerous house calls.
c. The debator used numerous documents to back up his statements.

12. Flexible / 'fleksabl / easily bent; willing to yield

a. The toy was flexible, and the baby could bend it easily.
b. Remaining flexible, Nick listened to arguments from both sides.
c. A mouse’s flexible body allows it to squeeze through narrow openings.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

Bet on the Blonde

Can women excel as jockeys in big-time horse
racing? Until recently the feminine touch was kept
out of racing, but now at tracks all over the country
women mount horses and compete with men,
most of whom dread the whole idea. Their
masculine image, they feel, may vanish. Also,
some offer the weak argument that females are a

menace on the track. But, as we all know, we
should resist the tendency to underestimate the
power of women. A few female jockeys have been
victorious in numerous races, and this is
probably what has put the male jockeys in a rage.
It would be wise if the men were more flexible in
their attitudes toward women athletes.

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

The massive tree on the corner was a
At parties, the shy girl would

My uncle has a

The modest man used to
No person can ever
Being
We went to the beach on

Playing with dolls is traditionally a
Only the brightest students were invited to

CoNOO~WN =

—_— ) -
N O

Carole was ten years old before her parents finally let her
. The amateur tennis player completed many matches without being .
. When Stuart started growing a mustache, it was obvious he was becoming more

to traffic.
being asked to dance.
to repeat the same story over and over again.
his own strength.
in all things he does.
is far better than being stubborn.
occasions last summer.
pastime, but attitudes are changing.

for the prize.
a horse.

Answer key, p. 172
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33 LESSON 10

Exercise
Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

—_

O © X N o g &M WD

-_—

—_—
—_

-_—
n

Spotlight on

Mount- A salesman of worthless goods and phony remedies would often gather a crowd at a fair by
juggling or doing some other lively antics. Sometimes she mounted a bench (bank) on which goods were
displayed, and in that manner our English word mountbank came to mean quack or fake.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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. Many people don't excel in sports.
. 1 do hate his feminine ways.
. The child can mount his bicycle very easily.
. Athletes compete for gold medals in the Olympics.
. | dread that | may never see you again.
. She looks rather masculine in that suit.

. Nuclear weapons are a menace to humanity.
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. She has a tendency to get fat.

9. | underestimated the time we needed by 30%.
10. The police are not always victorious in their fight against crime.
11. My father has numerous friends.

12. My math teacher has a very flexible character.
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LESSON 11

“We tie knots and bind up words in double meanings and then try to untie
them.”
Seneca, Epistalae ad Lucilium

1. Evidence / 'evidans / that which makes clear the truth or falsehood of
something
a. Each juror felt he needed more evidence before voting to convict the
former football star.
b. Her many awards were evidence enough that Leona excelled in

Words to Learn typing.
This Week c. Our teacher ignored the evidence that Simon had cheated on the
test.
evidence
solitary 2. Solitary / 'solitri / alone; single; only
vision a. Sid’s solitary manner kept him from making new friendships.
frequent b. There was not a solitary piece of evidence that Manuel had eaten
: the cheesecake.
glimpse c. The convict went into a rage when he was placed in a solitary cell.
recent
decade 3. Vision/'vizn / power of seeing; sense of sight
hesitate a. With the aid of the binoculars, my vision improved enough to see
absurd the entire vicinity
. b. Ted Williams had perfect vision, and that helped to make him a
conflict great baseball player.
minority c. The glasses that Irma bought corrected her near-sighted vision.
fiction 4. Frequent / 'frikwant / happening often; occurring repeatedly
a. We made frequent visits to the hospital to see our grandfather.
b. On frequent occasions Sam fell asleep in class.
c. Dr. Bonner gave me some pills for my frequent headaches.
5. Glimpse / glimps / a short, quick view
a. This morning we caught our first glimpse of the beautiful shoreline.
b. One glimpse of the very feminine vision was enough to tell Romeo
that he loved Juliet.
c. The tall shrubs kept us from getting a glimpse of the new people
who inhabited the beach house.
6. Recent/ 'ri:snt/ done, made, or occurring not long ago
a. At arecent meeting, the Board of Education provided the evidence
we had been asking for.
b. Bessie liked the old silent movies better than the more recent ones.
c. Recent studies have concluded that more people are working than
ever before.
7. Decade /'dekeid / ten years
a. After a decade of granting salary increases, my boss ended the
practice.
b. Many people moved out of this city in the last decade.
c. | have a vision that this decade will be better than the last one.
8. Hesitate / 'hezitert / fail to act quickly; be undecided
a. Nora hesitated to accept the challenge.
b. When he got to the robbers' vicinity, he hesitated before going on.
c. The proverb tells us that he who hesitates is lost.
9. Absurd/ ab's3:d / plainly not true or sensible; foolish
a. It was absurd to believe the fisherman’s tall tale.
b. The flabby boy realized that the suggestion to diet was not absurd.
c. Underestimating the importance of reading is absurd.
34
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35 LESSON 11

10. Conflict / 'konflikt / direct opposition; disagreement
a. Our opinions about the company’s success in the last decade are in conflict with what the

records show.

b. There was a noisy conflict over who was the better tennis player.
c. The class mediation team was invited to settle the conflict.

11. Minority / mar'norati / smaller number or part; less than half
a. Only a small minority of the neighborhood didn't want a new park.
b. A minority of our athletes who competed in the Olympics were victorious.
c. Blacks are a minority group in the United States.

12. Fiction / 'fikfn / that which is imagined or made up

a. The story that the President had died was fiction.
b. We hardly ever believed Vinny because what he said was usually fiction.
c. Marge enjoys reading works of fiction rather than true stories.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

The Famous Monster of the Lake

There seems to be more and more evidence that
the enormous monster in Loch Ness, a solitary
lake in Scotland, is more than a vision. Each year
there are numerous glimpses of the monster by
visitors and neighborhood people; also recent
films, not easy to ignore, are making even
scientists hesitate. The story of frequent visits by
a monster once seemed absurd to them but now
they are not so sure.

Yet the conflict is far from over. Those who
believe the monster exists are still in the minority,
and they are constantly competing for more
information to prove that the Loch Ness monster is
not a fiction. Even now they are trying to get more
and clearer moving pictures of what has become
the famous inhabitant of the lake. Perhaps the
question of whether the monster exists or not will
be answered in this coming decade.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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36 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

1. The old man had lived for seven .
2. He had the that some day there would be peace on earth.
3. Onlya of the senators were against welfare.
4. No one has ever had even a of the future.
5. People used to think it was an idea that human beings could ever fly.
6. We make visits to Florida in the winter.
7. If you have any questions, don't to ask.
8. There was only a man on the beach.
9. The was over the high cost of bread.
10. studies have shown that the cost of living has gone up rapidly.
11. The gun alone was enough to convict the killer.
12. The stories Henry told people about his adventures turned out to be merely
Answer key, p. 172
Matching
Match the 12 new words in Column | with the definitions in Column II.
Column | Column i
1. vision a. ten years
2. fiction b. happening often
3. frequent c. alone
4. absurd d. that which makes clear the truth or falsehood of something
5. minority e. occurring not long ago
6. evidence f. a short, quick view
7. conflict g. that which is imagined or made up
8. decade h. sense of sight
9. glimpse i. smaller number or part
10. recent j- direct opposition
11. solitary k. plainly not true or sensible
12. hesitate . fail to act quickly

Answer key, p. 172

Spotlight on

absurd—Here is another example of the ways in which original meanings changed through the centuries.
At first, absurd meant "quite deaf." Its Latin roots also had the meanings of "out of tune, harsh, rough"—
finally developing into "silly" or "senseless.
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LESSON 12

“Sharp words make more wounds than surgeons can heal.”
Thomas Churchyard, Mirror of Man

1. Ignite / 1ig'nart / set on fire
a. Spark plugs ignite in an automobile engine.
b. One match can ignite an entire forest.
c. A careless remark helped to ignite the conflict between the brothers
and the sisters.

Words to Learn
This Week
ignite
abolish
urban
population
frank
pollute
reveal
prohibit
urgent
adequate
decrease
audible

2. Abolish / a'bolif / do away with completely; put an end to
a. The death penalty has recently been abolished in our state.
b. We abolished numerous laws which didn't serve any purpose in this
decade.
c. My school has abolished final exams altogether.

3. Urban/'3:ban / of or having to do with cities or towns
a. Many businesses open offices in urban areas.
b. | plan to exchange my urban location for a rural one.
c. Only a small minority of the people of the United States live far from
any urban area.

4. Population / popju'leifn / people of a city or country
a. China has the largest population of any country.
b. The population of the world has increased in every decade.
c. After the recent floods, the population of Honduras was reduced by
10,000.

37

5. Frank/fraenk/ free in expressing one’s real thoughts, opinions, or
feelings; not hiding what is in one’s mind
a. Never underestimate the value of being frank with one another.
b. Eretha was completely frank when she told her friend about the sale.
c. People liked Duffy because they knew he would be frank with them.

6. Pollute / pa'lu:t / make dirty
a. The Atlantic Ocean is in danger of becoming polluted.
b. There is much evidence to show that the air we breathe is polluted.
c. ltis claimed that soap powders pollute the water we drink.

7. Reveal/ ri'vi:l / make known
a. Napoleon agreed to reveal the information to the French population
b. The evidence was revealed only after hours of questioning.
c. General Motors revealed reluctantly that there were defects in their
new Buicks.

8. Prohibit / pre'hibit / forbid by law or authority
a. Elvin’s manager prohibited him from appearing on television.
b. Many homeowners prohibit others from walking on their property.
c. The law prohibits the use of guns to settle a conflict.

9. Urgent /'3:dzant / demanding immediate action or attention; important
a. An urgent telephone call was made to the company’s treasurer.
b. The principal called an urgent meeting to solve the school’s
numerous problems.
c. When he heard the urgent cry for help, the lifeguard did not hesitate.
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38 504 ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL WORDS

10. Adequate / '2adikwat / as much as is needed; fully sufficient
a. Rover was given an adequate amount of food to last him the whole day.
b. A bedroom, kitchen, and bath were adequate shelter for his living needs.
c. Carlos was adequate at his job but he wasn't great.

11. Decrease / dr'kri:s / make or become less

a. As he kept spending money, the amount he had saved decreased.
b. In order to improve business, the store owner decreased his prices.

c. The landlord promised to decrease our rent.

12. Audible / 'a:dabl / able to be heard

a. From across the room, the teacher’s voice was barely audible.
b. After Len got his new hearing aid, my telephone calls became audible.
c. Commands from Ann’s drill sergeant were always easily audible.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

Electric Auto Is on Its Way

Ignite gasoline and you have noise and smoke;
turn on an electric motor and you abolish two
headaches which are dreaded by urban
populations. Automobile manufacturers are frank
about the way their motors pollute the air, and that
is why there are frequent hints that the big
companies will soon reveal a model electric car.
So far, lack of knowledge in storing electricity

in the car prohibits wide production of electric
autos, but recently Congress called urgently for
adequate research into the battery or fuel cell
problem. Electric autos would be inexpensive to
run and would decrease air pollution. It might be
weird, however, to live in the quiet murmurings of a
city where autos which used to be noisily audible
would be whisper-quiet.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

The doctor was completely with the dying man.

In an whisper, Maria called for my attention.

We didn't need any evidence to see that the poor man was in need of money and food.
All his life the child was used to living in areas.

Dry matches to the campfire were sought by the boy scout.

Smoking is in the medical building.

Gasoline fumes help to the air.

The in the number of people voting in national elections is due to lack of interest.
Some citizens believe that we will never be able to war.

The of New York City is about eight million people.

In the comics, Superman never his true identity.

They needed an supply of water to last for the entire trip through the desert.

CoNIORWN =

-
M=o

Answer key, p. 172

From the list of 12 new words that follows, choose the one that corresponds to each definition below.

ignite abolish urban population
frank pollute reveal prohibit
urgent adequate decrease audible
1. having to do with cities or towns
2. make known
3. as much as is needed; sufficient
4. make dirty
5. do away with completely
6. make or become less
7. free in expressing one’s thoughts
8. demanding immediate action
9. seton fire
10. people of a city or country
11. able to be heard
12. forbid by law or authority

Answer key, p. 172

Spotlight on

ignite—Some years ago, much attention was given to the fiery comet Kohoutek which was supposed to
blaze spectacularly across the sky. The people of medieval times spoke of four such types of natural
history: aerial meteors (winds), aqueous meteors (rain, snow), luminous meteors (rainbow, halo) and
igneous meteors (lightning, shooting stars). Now that you know the definition of ignite, you can see why
such heavenly occurrences were called igneous.
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Word Review #2

Here are some of the words which were covered in Lessons 7-12. The following exercises will test how well you
learned them.

A. In each of the parentheses below you will find two of the new vocabulary words. Choose the one that fits better.

We will have to (postpone, decrease) our meeting unless more members show up.

Rex (underestimated, resisted) the skill of the other tennis player, and he was beaten badly.

With only a (frank, mediocre) typing ability, Veronica never expected to be hired.

Germs are a (menace, dread) to our health.

Although Rip was (challenged, reluctant) to tell all he knew, he remained silent.

We invited only the most (prominent, undeniable) people in town to our fund-raising party.

When her job in the city was (molested, abolished), Daisy went home to the farm.

(Unforeseen, Amateur) problems kept coming up each day, making it harder and harder for me to finish my
work.

| believe in our doctor and like the (absurd, adequate) reasons he gave us for keeping Grandma in the hospital.
Don't you get angry when someone (ignores, concludes) your questions?

CO ONOOARWN~

-

Answer key, p. 172

B. Opposites. In Column | are ten words which were taught in Lessons 7-12. Match them correct with their opposite
meanings, which you will find in Column II.

Column | Column Il
1. consent a. put out
2. valid b. not important
3. ignite c. die
4. reveal d. refuse
5. urgent e. allow
6. victorious f. large
7. survive g. get off
8. mount h. hide
9. prohibit i. beaten

10. miniature J. untrue

Answer key, p. 172

C. Which of the vocabulary choices in parentheses fits best in these newspaper headlines?

. "Charges Against Me Are " Complains Governor (Undeniable, Frank, Absurd, Mediocre)
. High School Principal To Student Autos (Preserve, Prohibit, Abolish, Underestimate)
Flight Of Space Ship For 48 Hours (Unforeseen, Ignite, Preserve, Postpone)

. Witness Promises To Truth Today (Reveal, Denounce, Exaggerate, Challenge)

. "Best Novel In A " Says Critic (Conflict, Decade, Variety, Fiction)

. Sick Child Visited By Specialist (Obvious, Prominent, Amateur, Dread)

. Flu Germs Elderly Citizens (Menace, Resist, Pollute, Prohibit)

. Stolen Jewels Are Objects Of Search (Adequate, Valid, Unforeseen, Massive)

. Huge Unemployment In Areas (Reluctant, Recent, Urban, Urgent)

. Weatherman Apologizes For Weekend Forecast (Valid, Gloomy, Obvious)

-

Answer key, p. 172

D. From the list of words below choose the word that means:

conclude solitary excel massive fiction preserve
urban obvious menace denounce vision century
torrent unique compete tendency security source
frank glimpse dread numerous mediocre undeniable
decrease conflict hesitate document reluctant absurd
1. be undecided as well as show reluctance
2. an untruth but one that is practiced by even the best writers
3. ponderous or large and is the opposite of capsule
4. ten decades and has the same root as cent
5. finish as well as make an inference
6. ridiculous yet in a certain phrase is close to sublime
7. easily understood as well as evident and apparent
8. save and in its origin bears a relation to family
9. adream or hope as well as sight.

10. one of a kind and also rare or without equal

Answer key, p. 172
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A. In each of the parentheses below you will find two of the new vocabulary words. Choose the one that fits better.

We will have to (postpone, decrease) our meeting unless more members show up.

Rex (underestimated, resisted) the skill of the other tennis player, and he was beaten badly.

With only a (frank, mediocre) typing ability, Veronica never expected to be hired.

Germs are a (menace, dread) to our health.

Although Rip was (challenged, reluctant) to tell all he knew, he remained silent.

We invited only the most (prominent, undeniable) people in town to our fund-raising party.

When her job in the city was (molested, abolished), Daisy went home to the farm.

(Unforeseen, Amateur) problems kept coming up each day, making it harder and harder for me to finish my
work.

| believe in our doctor and like the (absurd, adequate) reasons he gave us for keeping Grandma in the hospital.
Don't you get angry when someone (ignores, concludes) your questions?
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Column | Column I
1. consent a. put out
2. valid b. not important
3. ignite c. die
4. reveal d. refuse
5. urgent e. allow
6. victorious f. large
7. survive g. get off
8. mount h. hide
9. prohibit i. beaten
10. miniature J. untrue
2,0 Gl ny slaslyy, cuglis b il J2s (I3l 5l Sealas' -
1. "Charges Against Me Are " Complains Governor (Undeniable, Frank, Absurd, Mediocre)
2. High School Principal To Student Autos (Preserve, Prohibit, Abolish, Underestimate)
3. Flight Of Space Ship For 48 Hours (Unforeseen, Ignite, Preserve, Postpone)
4. Witness Promises To Truth Today (Reveal, Denounce, Exaggerate, Challenge)
5. "Best Novel In A " Says Critic (Conflict, Decade, Variety, Fiction)
6. Sick Child Visited By Specialist (Obvious, Prominent, Amateur, Dread)
7. Flu Germs Elderly Citizens (Menace, Resist, Pollute, Prohibit)
8. Stolen Jewels Are Objects Of Search (Adequate, Valid, Unforeseen, Massive)
9. Huge Unemployment In Areas (Reluctant, Recent, Urban, Urgent)
10. Weatherman Apologizes For Weekend Forecast (Valid, Gloomy, Obvious)

Syl Billai 5 Sl Glae b oS aaS Ol |y slosly g o 8T5lg o 98 51 -0
conclude solitary excel massive fiction preserve
urban obvious menace denounce vision century
torrent unique compete tendency security source
frank glimpse dread numerous mediocre undeniable
decrease conflict hesitate document reluctant absurd
1. be undecided as well as show reluctance
2. an untruth but one that is practiced by even the best writers
3. ponderous or large and is the opposite of capsule
4. ten decades and has the same root as cent
5. finish as well as make an inference
6. ridiculous yet in a certain phrase is close to sublime
7. easily understood as well as evident and apparent
8. save and in its origin bears a relation to family
9. adream or hope as well as sight.

10. one of a kind and also rare or without equal
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E. The Friendly Letter. With our reliance on the telephone, and now on the new technologies, letter
writing among friends has become less important. Still and all, there is no substitute for a personal letter,
which friends will appreciate. In the following letter, fill in the blanks, using words selected from the group

below:
abolish decrease glance prohibit urban
adequate dread glimpse security urgent
conclude excel hesitate source valid
consent frank obvious tendency vision
May 17, 1996
Dear Rona,

My first day at the Herricks Junior High here in Sandy, Utah was a weird* one. Everyone knew each
other, and | was like an alien from outer space. After having spent seven years in classes with you in
Miami, | have to adjust to a new state, a new city, a new neighborhood, and a new school!

Tobeperfectly 1 ,1__2 to guess how I'll manage to survive because | really miss you and the
whole gang back in sunny Florida. You and | always talked about swimming and scuba diving but here all
the kids are into skiing. I'm sure that I'll__3 _my first time on the big slopes because | have a_ 4 to fear
new experiences. To start with, I'll have to swap my swim gear for down jackets, mittens, and ear muffs.

Brrr!

Back to Herricks Jr. High. We have only 140 kids in this less than__5 school where there is
absolutely no need fora__6 guard. A quick__7 _of my program reveals that | have five major subjects,
including French. In addition, ma cherie, | have Phys. Ed. three times a week, plus Computer Lab., Home
Eco. (we made jello the first day!) and Music. It's__ 8 | won’t have time to loaf.

There is a Senior Prom and a class trip to Los Angeles, if | can get my Momto__ 9 . Ihave to
10 this letter now because they gave me a ton of homework.

Fondly,
Blanche

Answer key, p. 172

F. Words That Do Double Duty. As we noted in Word Review #1, there are many words that can serve
as different parts of speech. For example, burden may be a noun (a heavy load) or a verb (to burden
someone). The following words from Lessons 7—12 are capable of being used as two different parts of

speech.

consent (v., n.) challenge (v., n.)
preserve (v., n.) menace (V., n.)
security (n., adj.) frequent (v., adj.)
rage (v., n.) conflict (v., n.)
document (v., n.) dread (v., adj.)

Make up two sentences for each of the above words, showing how it could be used as different parts of
speech.

Examples:

My mother gave her consent (n.) to our trip
Mr. De Poto would not consent (v.) to giving me a raise.
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abolish decrease glance prohibit urban
adequate dread glimpse security urgent
conclude excel hesitate source valid
consent frank obvious tendency vision
May 17, 1996
Dear Rona,

My first day at the Herricks Junior High here in Sandy, Utah was a weird* one. Everyone knew each
other, and | was like an alien from outer space. After having spent seven years in classes with you in
Miami, | have to adjust to a new state, a new city, a new neighborhood, and a new school!

Tobeperfectly 1 ,1__2 toguess how I'll manage to survive because | really miss you and the
whole gang back in sunny Florida. You and | always talked about swimming and scuba diving but here all
the kids are into skiing. I'm sure that I'll__3 _my first time on the big slopes because | have a to fear
new experiences. To start with, I'll have to swap my swim gear for down jackets, mittens, and ear muffs.
Brrr!

Back to Herricks Jr. High. We have only 140 kids in this less than__5 school where there is
absolutely no need fora__ 6 guard. A quick__7 of my program reveals that | have five major subjects,
including French. In addition, ma cherie, | have Phys. Ed. three times a week, plus Computer Lab., Home
Eco. (we made jello the first day!) and Music. I's__8 | won’t have time to loaf.

There is a Senior Prom and a class trip to Los Angeles, if | can get my Momto__ 9 .| have to
10 this letter now because they gave me a ton of homework.

Fondly,
Blanche
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consent (v., n.) challenge (v., n.)
preserve (v., n.) menace (V., n.)
security (n., adj.) frequent (v., adj.)
rage (v., n.) conflict (v., n.)
document (v., n.) dread (v., adj.)

Jle 0,5 oolaiwl calize glouids 1o o3ly ol 3 Q‘as‘so d.;}i? aS oo lis g sl alez g0 YU 8519 51 Gy 51

My mother gave her consent (n.) to our trip
Mr. De Poto would not consent (v.) to giving me a raise.
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G. Analogies. As you did in Word Review #1, choose the word(s) that will complete the analogy
correctly.

1. postpone: delay as massive:
a. complicated b. reduced in size c. huge d. compact

2. mediocre: ordinary  as valid:
a. sick b. true C. average d. reasoning

3. food: survive as consent:
a. go ahead b. variety c. reject d. endure

4. challenge: acceptance as excel:
a. to be rewarded b. to be flexible c. to be obvious  d. to be frank

5. resist: surrender as flexible
a. dread b. victorious c. urgent d. unbending

6. frequent: often as hesitate:
a. stumble b. glimpse c. reply quickly d. ignore

7. reveal: to show as abolish:
a. create b. see clearly c.putanendto d. divide equally

8. evidence: courtroom as fiction:
a. story b. description c. library d. excitement

9. adequate: sufficient as decrease:
a. lessen b. prohibit c. ignite d. add to

10. amateur: professional as feminine:

a. attractive b. masculine c. sympathetic d. prominent
Answer key, p. 172
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LESSON 13

“He can compress the most words into the smallest ideas of any man | ever
met.”
Abraham Lincoln, of a fellow lawyer.

1. Journalist / 'd33:nalist / one who writes for, edits, manages, or produces
a newspaper or magazine
a. There were four journalists covering the murder story.
b. Barbara’s experience working at a book store wasn't adequate
preparation for becoming a journalist.

Words to Learn

c. A journalist must have a comprehensive knowledge of the city
where he or she works.

This Week
2. Famine / 'feemin / starvation; great shortage
journalist a. Famine in India caused the death of one-tenth of the population.
famine b. There has been a famine of good writing in the last decade.
revive c. The rumor of a famine in Europe was purely fiction.
commence 3. Revive / ri'vaiv / bring back or come back to life or consciousness
.observant a. There is a movement to revive old plays for modern audiences.
identify b. The nurses tried to revive the heart attack victim.
migrate c. Committees are trying to revive interest in population control.
vessel .
persist 4, Commence_/ ke'mens / begin; start .
hazy a. Graduathn will commence at ter] o'clock.
b. Bella hesitated before commencing her speech.
gleam c. The discussion commenced with a report on urban affairs.
editor
5. Observant / ab'zs:vent / quick to notice; watchful
a. We were observant of the conflict between the husband and his
wife.
b. Because Cato was observant, he was able to reveal the thief's
name.
c. Milt used his excellent vision to be observant of everything in his
vicinity.
6. Identify / ar'dentifar / recognize as being, or show to be, a certain person
or thing; prove to be the same
a. Numerous witnesses identified the butcher as the thief.
b. Mrs. Shaw was able to identify the painting as being hers.
c. With only a quick glimpse, Reggie was able to identify his girlfriend
in the crowd.
7. Migrate / mar'grert / move from one place to another
a. The fruit pickers migrated to wherever they could find work.
b. Much of our population is constantly migrating to other areas of the
country.
c. My grandfather migrated to New York from lItaly in 1919.
8. Vessel/'vesl/ a ship; a hollow container; tube containing body fluid
a. The Girl Scouts were permitted a glimpse of the vessel being built
when they toured the Navy Yard.
b. My father burst a blood vessel when he got the bill from the garage.
c. Congress voted to decrease the amount of money being spent on
space vessels.
9. Persist/ pa'sist/ continue firmly; refuse to stop or be changed
a. The humid weather persisted all summer.
b. Would Lorraine’s weird behavior persist, we all wondered?
c. Lloyd persisted in exaggerating everything he said.
43
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10. Hazy / 'heizi / misty; smoky; unclear
a. The vicinity of London is known to be hazy.

b. Factories that pollute the air create hazy weather conditions.
c. Although Cora had a great memory, she was unusually hazy about the details of our meeting on

January 16th.

11. Gleam / gli:m / a flash or beam of light

a. A gleam of light shone through the prison window.
b. The only source of light in the cellar came in the form of a gleam through a hole in the wall.
c. My grandmother gets a gleam in her eyes when she sees the twins.

12. Editor / 'edito(r) / person who prepares a publication; one who corrects a manuscript and helps to

improve it

a. The student was proud to be the editor of the school newspaper.
b. Meredith’s journalistic knowledge came in handy when he was unexpectedly given the job of

editor of The Bulletin.

c. ltis undeniable that the magazine has gotten better since Ellis became editor.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

Flying Saucers Again

Whenever journalists face a news famine, they
revive the undeniably interesting question: How
can we explain UFOs—unidentified flying objects?
The story usually commences with a description
of the object by some observant night watchman
who doesn't hesitate to identify the object as
having migrated from outer space.

The vessel, he persists, appeared over the hazy
lake at about 30 feet. A greenish gleam prohibited
him from seeing its exact shape, he admits.
Newspaper editors love these stories because
they keep the population interested in knowledge
about UFOs and keep them buying newspapers.

Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

The wedding will at eight o'clock.
When Abe lost his job, he had to

We could tell Ira was happy by the bright
Because of the
Many people claim to have seen a ghostly
Can you
He was
The
They were trying to

The travelers were stupid to

of all the rules of his religion.

CoNO>O WD =

- a
N=o

The young

to a place where he could find work.

in his eyes.

, people were dying in the streets.

sailing through the fog.

the flags of all the states in the United States?

sent five reporters to cover the big story.
interest in old movies.
in eating the food after they were told it was spoiled.
weather kept the pilot from seeing the airfield clearly.
applied for his first job at a small newspaper.

Answer key, p. 173

Exercise

Now make up your own sentences, one for each of the new words you have just been taught.

1.

2.

3.

Gt S5 2l esv cubw wg S8 Uge;l (sdaaxi slasiwl 9 (swgos VL WVlgw adS selils



S,iS> Vo3l (waazi Culw we « o S gl oy

(62976 Wllao o33 0-F  —FF-

yaiianls b 390 yc3gdT o Ve
ol By ypre gl de slga ot i Jlg> (Ll

Msﬁ Dl}u‘ ‘) GOSJTM‘S:‘}%S&_J .Iaa‘).w AA.&SG.Q 009” |) ‘510 &le@b)lf (o
old sage Coidd 4gili VE Fge 10 Lo i SlS e 5l Ll icllls g9 (LB adadls> « 1S asLI L (7

Dl oo (a3 o,y 5l g 5l slaso,b (I

alo 1020 Fligm 5l olad Oy e 25 (2lidy) aie o (0
e 3y ool 5l ileda wip o ) lagld 90 15,550l 289 (2
GOS0 SeoS 3T Sgue A g IS o0 Tzl [y g g Cowd (G lATm AScuunS 0 jlw o0 00lel Iy (gl pi AT cuaseds N

Sl g

R cﬁlj ..\...{LA u.u‘é)liu A.Al.v)s) U’“"b W) oé‘b « wo;’o » L u...Jy d)l‘""‘"fﬁ )lS o).b.....a).&)j.ku 45...;7&& (u
ol A8l S g aloee (sl o0l Jliwl g € eI a5 Slej 5l aS el Lasin (7

O BT R C I L PRCPP G S PO E PP Ve PSR PRVE RS

sazb,e oL Ve gyl o olad ous oS ol ol LeSS
e 4 olele y58 SO aiS e ledl LB ol jalls oyl de
Laaolijg, ol bnlpg i |, Giids 5o a5 b ] 5l wile
U an aadde 1) po e 1 st basliuls ol gile
Laaslss; Jhu,s 1) el 5 aijlo oo oS5 oo p Clisy o0

oy olids o 5L
i ol Mg o0 a2lpe 13 (hamB L oS aslis, o5 o
lods  Slids ol oo AigS a5 aiiS o ¢l 1) LIl Lakad
L obils Yoone 65,5 amgs |, axslo sl oussy elosl b
45 09 o 9,0 L Ol S bwgi ¢ oy
03,5 Syl )5 slad 1 a5 g0 ¢ B aS Sl gauo S

e 18 1y was (B5ly 5l (S g5 JIB glalad Sy e 50

Al pleS g0l Ctn Sl owg e )

S oy G5 Wilgh a5 WS Dol ol A wl jeome ol Caws T SIS € LIy 23 Y
] g 5] a5 maags prialyice € 1> ez lis s g 51 ¥

233 0 o0 Lgbls )0 poye (Jamd bl 4, ¥

2,5 0 &Sy de lwe jo a8 Wloaus |y (sauile g, (SiS A WS e leol g0l 0l 310
€55 ol 1) 50l slealll ples oz Sl oo LT

S5 il asdie oyulyd ales oaisS cule, ol ¥

s by |y pelie slrle ol 3 1) K815 @ o A

S el 1y ogad (sloals 4y adle wio S o 236 LT A

Azl ol 5T 055 4 el Dl 138 A 48 T 4y aSa] 5l s 45 Wings e ] lce ) -
D |y ollas ol50g,8 Zaos 4y LS a5 ol wle 09T de (glsn ) )

35 Lol SaeS aslijg) o jo 095 )1 s sl Glex SIS aslyg, Y

Oy
Al dlax Bog3 sl oo o0ls ijeel Lads 4y aS S5l 51 om0
Journalists have a very difficult job.

Many organizations are trying to find a solution to famine.
She fainted but the brandy soon revived her.
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12.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?

Spotlight on

Commence-Many people have wondered why the end of someone’s school days should be celebrated
by Commencement Exercises, which ordinarily, refer to a beginning. The reason for that term is that we
often think of an education as the time to commence or begin to earn a livelihood.
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. The speech commenced at 8:30.

. The observant passerby had recorded the plate number.
. They couldn't identify the burnt corpse.

. Many people migrate to the US for higher education.

0 N OO O b

. Ocean-going vessels are large and well-equipped.
9. Don't persist in your ideas.

10. We couldn't see far because it was hazy.

11. The gleam of a match lit the room.

12. He is the chief editor in the Times.
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LESSON 14

“Words, like fine flowers, have their colors, too”
Ernest Rhys, Words

1. Unruly / an'ru:li/ hard to rule or control; lawless
a. Unruly behavior is prohibited at the pool.
b. When he persisted in acting unruly, Ralph was fired from his job.
c. His unruly actions were a menace to those who were trying to work.

Words to Learn
This Week

unruly
rival
violent
brutal
opponent
brawl
duplicate
vicious
whirling
underdog
thrust
bewildered

2. Rival / 'rawvl / person who wants and tries to get the same thing as

another; one who tries to equal or do better than another

a. The boxer devised an attack which would help him to be victorious
over his young rival.

b. Sherry didn't like to compete because she always thought her rival
would win.

c. Seidman and Son decided to migrate to an area where they would
have fewer rivals.

3. Violent /'vaialent / acting or done with strong, rough force
a. Carefully, very carefully, we approached the violent man.
b. Violent behavior is prohibited on school grounds.
c. Vernon had a tendency to be violent when someone angered him.

4. Brutal / 'bru:tl / coarse and savage; like a brute; cruel
a. Dozens of employees quit the job because the boss was brutal to
them.
b. The brutal track coach persisted in making the team work out all

46

morning under the hot sun.
c. Swearing to catch the murderer, the detectives revealed that it had
been an unusually brutal, violent crime.

5. Opponent / a'paunant / person who is on the other side of a fight, game,
or discussion; person fighting, struggling or speaking against another
a. The Russian chess player underestimated his opponent and lost.
b. He was a bitter opponent of costly urban reform.
c. Seeing his flabby opponent, Slugger was sure he would be
victorious.

6. Brawl/ bro:l / a noisy quarrel or fight
a. The journalist covered all the details of the brawl in the park.
b. Larry dreaded a brawl with his father over finding a job.
c. What started out as a polite discussion soon became a violent brawl.

7. Duplicate / 'dju:plikert / an exact copy; make an exact copy of; repeat
exactly
a. Elliott tried to deceive Mrs. Held by making a duplicate of my paper.
b. We duplicated the document so that everyone had a copy to study.
c. The so-called expert did a mediocre job of duplicating the Van
Gogh painting.

8. Vicious /'vifas / evil; wicked; savage
a. Liza was unpopular because she was vicious to people she had just
met.
b. The vicious editor published false stories about people he disliked.
c. Mr. Voss was reluctant to talk about his vicious pit bull.

9. Whirling / 'w3:lin / turning or swinging round and round; spinning
a. The space vessel was whirling around before it landed on earth.
b. As they tried to lift the bulky piano, the movers went whirling across
the living room.
c. Because Angelo drank too much, he commenced to feel that
everything was whirling around the bar.
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10. Underdog / 'Andadog / person having the worst of any struggle; one who is expected to lose
a. Minority groups complain about being the underdogs in this century.
b. | always feel sorry for the underdog in a street fight.
c. The Jets were identified as underdogs even though they had beaten the Los Angeles Rams

earlier in the season.

11. Thrust / Brast / push with force

a. Once the jet engine was ignited, it thrust the rocket from the ground.
b. He had adequate strength to thrust himself through the locked door.
c. Evawas in a terrible rage when she thrust herself into the room.

12. Bewildered / br'wilded / confused completely; puzzled
a. The lawyer was bewildered by his client’s lack of interest in the case.
b. His partner’s weird actions left Jack bewildered.
c. Bewildered by the sudden hazy weather, he decided not to go to the beach.

Read the following story to see how the new words are used in it.

Roller Derby

The most unruly game known to man or woman is
the Roller Derby. Revived every so often on
television, it has no rival for violent, brutal action.
The game commences with two teams on roller
skates circling a banked, oval track. Then one or
two skaters try to break out of the pack and "lap"
the opponents. When the skater leaves the pack,

the brawl begins. No sport can duplicate the
vicious shrieking, pushing, elbowing, and fighting
all at high speed while the skaters are whirling
around the track. And women are just as much of a
menace as the men. Often considered the
underdog, the female skater can thrust a pointed
fingernail into the face of a bewildered enemy.

Which of the words studied in this lesson is suggested by the picture?
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Place one of the new words in each of the blanks below.

Rory was thrown out of school because of his behavior.

The lion attacked the lost child in the forest.

They had a over who was a better swimmer.

The magician his hand into his hat and out came a rabbit.

A man was caught trying to documents that were top secret.

His was a man who was trying to win the heart of his girl.

The experienced chess player tried to keep his guessing.

The boy was by the fact that his parents had abandoned him.
9. Whenever the skinny boy got into a fight he was the

10. When some animals aren't fed on time they become very

11. The ball was hit so hard that it went down the field.

12. Five hundred men were killed in that battle.

NGO AN~

Answer key, p. 173

True or False. Based on the way the new word is used, write T (true) or F (false) next to the sentence.

. A violent person is someone who uses strong, rough force.

. An underdog is someone who is likely to win.

. A brawl is a noisy quarrel or fight.

. To thrust means lo push forcibly.

. Arival is someone who wants and tries to get the same thing as another.
. Unruly means easy to control.

. Brutal means sweet-tempered and easygoing.

. An opponent is a person or group who is on the other side of a fight, game, or discussion.
. A duplicate is something that is imagined or made up.

. To be bewildered is to be ready for action.

. A vicious act is one that is evil, wicked, and savage.

. Whirling means turning or swing